Newsletter 13 May 2022
Dear Friends:
With the annual 'Thy Kingdom Come' prayer initiative fast approaching, this
week I'd like to commend to you the prayer ministry of our congregation, both
as a resource and as a place where you could be involved.
One blessing that has come from the pandemic is our ability to use
technology to enhance our church's prayer ministry. Every Sunday evening,
eight to ten people get together via Zoom for forty minutes to pray for
concerns of church, community, and world. If you have something you would
like us to pray for, please speak with Janice Geddes or me. You're also
welcome to become part of this group.
We also have individual intercessors who are committed to pray for a
particular issue. If you have a concern, but would prefer that it not be part of
the larger group, you may also request prayer support from one of our
intercessors, who will pray discreetly.
I also derive direct bene t from our Prayer Team: each week a pair of prayer
servants meet with me before one of the worship services to offer prayers of
support. I'm very grateful for their encouragement, and for their participation
in the leadership of worship in this way.
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Prayer is a gift for each of us to use individually in our relationship with God; it
is a signi cant part of our worship; it brings focus and purpose, and sets us in
the right orientation with God when we gather to do the dreaming, planning,
working, and serving of Christian ministry; it is also a powerful tool to address
personal and communal needs. I'm grateful to the Prayer Team for their
commitment to offer all of our joys and concerns in prayer, and I offer my
heartfelt thanks to the prayer servants of our congregation for their love of
Jesus, their commitment to prayer, and the love and compassion with which
they hold all of our concerns before God.
Warm regards,
Jeff

From Our Prayer Team
Janice: janice.geddes2@btinternet.com
The United Nations has warned that the global price of food is at a record
high. This is partly due to the con ict in Ukraine. The increase is worsening
the hunger crises in the Horn of Africa and the Middle East. Please pray for
relief efforts by charities to alleviate hunger. Pray for a global solution to
tackle this crisis.
Please pray that those who have been given positions of responsibility in last
week's election will make wise choices and decisions and will make a positive
impact in our community.
The Prayer Team continues to meet weekly through Zoom. If you would like
to join us at any time, have a request, or would like a member of the group to
pray with you then please contact either Jeff Martin or Janice Geddes.

New Members
Jeff: jmartin@churchofscotland.org.uk
Are you interested to become a member of the Cupar Old Parish
Church? Please speak with Jeff, and we will begin the discussions and make
the preparation to make it possible.

8 May: Worship
Please join us for gathered worship this Sunday at 11:00 in the sanctuary or
at 4:00 in the Old Parish Centre. Our biblical focus for worship this week is
Acts 11: 1-18--Peter is called to defend his boundary-breaking ministry to
Gentiles, and we are challenged to open our minds and our hearts to match
God's expansive love for all people.
The morning service is recorded and will be uploaded to our YouTube
channel by mid-afternoon on Sunday:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdOxFrZ_kg94DYogylFAVEQ
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17 May: Memory Cafe
Shena: shenaporteous@hotmail.com
This gentle, fun gathering is intended for people who suffer from dementia
and their carers. Each month includes a social activity to stimulate thinking
and remembering, and a lot of social interaction with one another. The group
meets at 2:00pm in the lounge of the Old Parish Centre.

18 May: Coffee and Chat Outing
Jill: 07929 444 246
Please come along for a warm and welcoming time of fellowship in the lounge
of the Old Parish Centre each Wednesday from 10:00 to 11:15am. It's a great
time to be together with friends and to make new friends. It's for everyone, so
come along, and invite a friend!

21 May: General Assembly
The General Assembly of the Church of Scotland begins its week-long
gathering for the work of the church. You may view the worship, speeches,
and business meetings of the Assembly at the Church of Scotland website:
www.churchofscotland.org.uk

26 May - 5 June: Thy Kingdom Come Prayer Initiative
Originally introduced by the Church of England, Thy Kingdom Come has
become an international, inter-denominational prayer movement that lasts
eleven days, from Ascension Day, this year 26 May, to the Day of Pentecost,
which falls on 5 June this year. The focus of the initiative is 'for more people
to come to know the love and peace of Jesus Christ'. More information will
follow in next week's e-newsletter.

28 May: Jubilee Tea
Eileen: eileenjspurr@icloud.comThe Cupar Old Parish Church Guild and
Sunday Club will co-host a Platinum Jubilee Afternoon Tea Party on Saturday
28 May, from 2:00 to 4:00pm, in the Old Parish Centre. Tickets are £5 each,
available from Guild members and Sunday Club team members; children are
free. Proceeds will go to the Guild projects.

Re ection from Peter Meager
Peter: meager52@btinternet.com
In his book, Another Home, the Very Reverend Selby Wright tells of visiting
British troops and their families in Singapore during his Moderatorial year. In
passing, he mentions suffering severe sunburn while there. He doesn’t
explain how this came about.
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What happened was that, to give him a break from all the of cial visits and
meetings, we had arranged a picnic outing on a sampan to an uninhabited
island near Singapore. It was a day of blistering tropical sunshine and I
erected an awning to give some shade. I advised the Moderator to sit under
it, but his reply was that he had run boys’ camps in the open air for years and

he would be all right. This was the reason he had to be helped up the aircraft
steps on leaving Singapore, due to his very swollen and painful feet.
Very Rev Selby Wright in Singapore (Christine is third from left)

Often when you read a book there is a back story that could help you
understand the narrative better. This is true of reading the Bible, although we
have to be careful not to make false inferences that blur the meaning rather
than clarify it. So, we turn to this week’s Bible passage in Acts 11:1-18. It is an
absolutely pivotal passage for the Christian church. If you’ve read the
previous chapter you will realise that Luke has already told the story there of
a Roman centurion called Cornelius who comes to faith and receives the Holy
Spirit. In that version, Luke uses the third person to tell the fascinating story of
a soldier and his family on an accompanied overseas posting. Now in chapter
11 the same story is told again, in the rst person, by Peter.
It is dif cult for us now to understand what a step change this was for the
church’s development and expansion. Up till now the believers had been
rooted in Jewish religion, tradition and culture – a small, insigni cant sect in
an out of the way corner of the Roman empire. They observed hundreds of
rules which controlled every aspect of life: what they ate, who they could
interact with, whom they could marry, how they worshipped and on and on
and on. They presumed that anyone who joined their ranks would buy into
this belief set and all embracing life style. Peter says a resounding, ‘Not any
more! Jesus wants to open up his church and his kingdom to all. There is
absolutely no individual who is beyond the pale.’
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Peter has come to this conclusion before he goes to see Cornelius. (verses
1-10) Remember where this happened, Joppa, on the Mediterranean coast.
The original hearers would immediately recall that this was the place where
God had called Jonah and instructed him to go and preach a message of

salvation and forgiveness to the heathen people of Nineveh away to the east.
What did Jonah do? Jumps on a ship heading west to get as far away from
God and this radical new understanding of his nature. Will Peter follow suit
when he is challenged to move away from his roots?
When told in a vision that nothing that God has created is unclean, Peter
does not submit straight away. Remember his track record. He had denied
Jesus three times. Jesus had quizzed him three times on the Galilean shore
after the resurrection, ‘Do you love me?’ Again, the vision of the net being let
down from heaven is repeated three times before Peter is convinced of its
meaning – that God loves, accepts, wants to forgive and bless every
individual, nation, colour and creed on earth.
Immediately after the summons comes from the Gentile Cornelius to go up
the coast to Caesarea. Peter and his entourage comply without hesitation and
enter the Cornelius’ house . Why shouldn’t he? Because Cornelius is not a
Jew. More than that, he is a member of an occupying, brutal and oppressing
army. However, like many soldiers before and since, he is a God-fearing man
who is seeking after truth.
At the start of our present trip, we called in on two Army friends – one became
an Anglican priest on leaving the forces while the other became a church
warden where he settled. So it is that as soon as Peter begins to preach, the
Holy Spirit comes upon Cornelius and his household, just as it had on the rst
disciples at Pentecost (Acts 2). When Peter tells this to the questioning
Church leaders in Jerusalem, their objections fade away and they praise God
saying, ‘So then, even to Gentiles God has granted repentance that leads to
life.’ The rest, they say, is history. The Church went global and is still
expanding at a phenomenal rate in much of the world.
What does this say to us? We have been steeped in our Protestant traditions
for generations. Are we open to the moving of the Spirit that will allow us to
reach those in our own community who are culturally or nancially or
educationally so removed from us that we might as well be on another
planet? Someone has warned that, ‘if the church is suffering from thrombosis
we have to be sure that we are not the clots.’
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Stephen Gaukroger, speaking on these verses at Keswick in 2013, drew the
distinction between Tradition and Traditionalism. The former is, he said, ‘the
living faith of the dead; the latter is the dead faith of the living.’ He quoted
Gustav Mahler who warned that, ‘Tradition involves tending the ame, not
worshipping the ashes.’ We need to seek the continual refreshing of the Holy
Spirit to ensure that our spiritual arteries are not being clogged by anything
that will impede its free owing, radical, life giving, power.Stephen Gaukroger,
speaking on these verses at Keswick in 2013, drew the distinction between
Tradition and Traditionalism. The former is, he said, ‘the living faith of the
dead; the latter is the dead faith of the living.’ He quoted Gustav Mahler who
warned that, ‘Tradition involves tending the ame, not worshipping the ashes.’
We need to seek the continual refreshing of the Holy Spirit to ensure that our

fl

spiritual arteries are not being clogged by anything that will impede its free
owing, radical, life giving, power.
The Scottish theologian John Baillie penned the lines,
‘How odd
of God,
to choose,
the Jews.’
It’s equally odd that he has chosen you and me. We have always to keep at
the forefront of our minds what the early Christians learned through Peter’s
revelation in these verses: we are not just called and chosen to be blessed;
we are also called and chosen to become a blessing to all, without exception

Reading: Acts 11: 1-18
The apostles and the believers throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also
had received the word of God. So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the
circumcised believers criticised him and said, ‘You went into the house of
uncircumcised men and ate with them.’
Starting from the beginning, Peter told them the whole story: ‘I was in the city
of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. I saw something like a large
sheet being let down from heaven by its four corners, and it came down to
where I was. I looked into it and saw four-footed animals of the earth, wild
beasts, reptiles and birds. Then I heard a voice telling me, “Get up, Peter. Kill
and eat.”
I replied, “Surely not, Lord! Nothing impure or unclean has ever entered my
mouth.” The voice spoke from heaven a second time, “Do not call anything
impure that God has made clean.” This happened three times, and then it
was all pulled up to heaven again.
'Right then three men who had been sent to me from Caesarea stopped at
the house where I was staying. The Spirit told me to have no hesitation about
going with them. These six brothers also went with me, and we entered the
man’s house. He told us how he had seen an angel appear in his house and
say, “Send to Joppa for Simon who is called Peter. He will bring you a
message through which you and all your household will be saved.” As I began
to speak, the Holy Spirit came on them as he had come on us at the
beginning. Then I remembered what the Lord had said: “John baptised with
water, but you will be baptised with the Holy Spirit.” So if God gave them the
same gift he gave us who believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I to
think that I could stand in God’s way?’
When they heard this, they had no further objections and praised God,
saying, ‘So then, even to Gentiles God has granted repentance that leads to
life.’ (NIV UK)
Song: We Have a Gospel to Proclaim
https://youtu.be/B2FX0-kS7wA

We have a gospel to proclaim
Good news for all throughout the earth;
The gospel of a Saviour’s name:
We sing his glory, tell his worth.
Tell of his birth at Bethlehem,
Not in a royal house or hall
But in a stable dark and dim:
The Word made esh, a light for all.
Tell of his death at Calvary,
Hated by those he came to save;
In lonely suffering on the cross
For all he loved, his life he gave.
Tell of that glorious Easter morn:
Empty the tomb, for he was free.
He broke the power of death and hell
That we might share his victory.
Tell of his reign at God’s right hand,
By all creation glori ed;
He sends his Spirit on his Church
To live for him, the Lamb who died.
Now we rejoice to name him King:
Jesus is Lord of all the earth.
This gospel message we proclaim:
We sing his glory, tell his worth.
Prayer
Lord God, we thank you for the privilege of prayer; that as they prayed, you
spoke to saints and seekers of old – to open doors of understanding; to break
down barriers that hindered and separated those you had called into your one
family of faith. We thank you for their courage to be true to the visions you
gave that led outsiders to salvation and made insiders open to new ideas and
new practices. Lord help us never to become settlers but always to yearn to
be pioneers – growing in humility and love; being accepting and welcoming of
everyone you call to join us. Keep us from being patronising or
condescending towards those who are new to believing that they may never
feel ill at ease in our company. So may your church never become outdated
nor irrelevant but always a vibrant, Spirit lled re ection of your nature and
channel of your grace.
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We remember at this time all who have recently been elected to represent us
locally. May they work without fear or favour to tackle the mounting problems
that face so many and may they have integrity and wisdom as they discharge
the trust that has been placed in them.

Re ection from Angus Allan: Ask Seek Knock
After a hectic time of preaching and healing in Galilee , Jesusmoves on to the
quietness of a mountainside, sits down, and gathers his disciples around him
for a time of quiet teaching (referred to as the “sermon on the
mount”). Various topics are covered including the law, marriage, giving and
then towards the end A. S. K., ask seek and knock.
But we are independent creatures and are reluctant to ask for anything. We
can manage quite well on our own. Or can we? This statement seems so
simple: “Ask and it will be given to you..”. Matthew 7:7. “Seek and you will
nd”--- It obviously requires an effort on our part, some kind of action. The
prophet Isaiah exhorts his people, “Seek the Lord while he may be found; call
on him while he is near---” Isaiah 55:6. “Knock and the door will be opened
to you---”. Entry to the Heavenly realm calls us to knock on the door.
It was Christmas Day and the family had gathered round the table when
there was a knock at the door. I answered it and saw Mary (name changed) a
travelling person whom we knew, standing in front of me shivering and
dripping wet her tent, in the wind and rain had blown away. Now she was
homeless. We invited her in, Christmas dinner was abandoned and Helen
took her upstairs for a bath and change of clothing. We contacted a friend
who was a social worker and she arranged for her to be taken into hospital
as she was possibly suffering from hypothermia. The next day her brother
arrived looking for his sister. He also ended up in hospital for a couple of
days. From that time they were offered a council house but had great dif culty
trying to adapt to a settled life.
But we have to remember that travelling people have high standards of
morality and could point us all in the direction of goodness and truth.
When we are inclined to judge others Jesus stops us in our tracks with his
words: “Do not judge or you too will be judged. For in the same way you
judge others, you will be judged, and with the measure you use, it will be
measured to you.” Matthew 7:1,2.
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Jesus himself was a travelling person and depended on others for
hospitality. When a teacher of the law came to him, and promised to be a
follower his reply was: “Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but
the Son of Man has no place to lay his head” Matthew 8:26.
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Again we pray for the peoples of Ukraine and Russia, for there are no
winners in this war. May truth rise from the ashes of propaganda and may
people of goodwill stand rm to save the innocent, support the wronged, and
end the mindless savagery that has caused so much death, destruction,
suffering and misery. Where human beings fail, may you triumph to bring
peace with justice.
We offer these prayers in Jesus' name. Amen.

CH461v2
Ask and it shall be given you,
seek and you shall nd
knock, and the door shall be opened unto you;
allelu , alleluia.
Karen Lafferty (b,1948).
A travelling person Maggie Smith- Bendell has written a book “Rabbit
Stew”. It is worth a read.
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Lord help us to ask you daily for directions in life, to seek you even in the
dif cult times and to knock on the heavenly door made real for us in the life of
Jesus.
Amen.

