Newsletter 14 January 2022

Dear Friends:
The pandemic has gotten in the way of my return from my visit to
America. My pre-departure covid test came back positive, so I'll be
staying in Iowa for a couple more weeks, probably returning around 26
January. I'm fortunate, however, that members of the congregations and
ministerial colleagues are able and willing to take care of our worship
services and provide support if there are any funerals in my absence.
If you have any concerns before I return, please speak with Jean Martin,
Liz Nelson, or your district elder.
And thank you for the concern and support already expressed while I've
been getting things sorted from afar. Because I'm quite allergic to my
mother's dog, I already had a number of mild symptoms that could also
be covid, but I've had nothing signi cant.
And so life has given me another little reminder that I can make all the
plans I want, but control is not something I possess. Thanks and praise
to the One who is in control, and who holds us close in the midst of life's
travails, both large and small.
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Warm regards,
Jeff

From Our Prayer Team
Janice: janice.geddes2@btinternet.com
Pray for traf cking survivors in Romania as they move through the pain
and trauma of their experiences. Pray also for those who are supporting
them.
Praise God that in in Kenya there has at last been rainfall which has
helped to bring an end to the drought that is causing food shortages in
the country. Please continue to pray that these rains will lead to good
harvests..
The prayer team continues to meet weekly through Zoom. If you have a
prayer request, would like a member of the team to pray with you or
would like to join us then please contact either Jeff Martin or Janice
Geddes.

16 January: Worship
Please join us in worship at 11:00 or 4:00 for gathered worship. Both
services take place in the Old Parish Centre for the time being. Sunday
Club meets during the afternoon service, after an all-ages opening in
worship. Our creche will also be available from this Sunday. Parents and
carers are asked to escort small children to the meeting room when the
older children go to Sunday Club.
You may also watch a recording of the morning service, which will be
uploaded to our YouTube channel sometime that afternoon:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdOxFrZ_kg94DYogylFAVEQ
The readings for this week are First Corinthians 12: 4-11 and John 2:
1-11. We will welcome two guest preachers--David Sinclair in the
morning, and Peter Meager in the afternoon.

19 January: Guild
Eileen: eileen.spurr@btinternet.com
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Guild returns on January 19th at 2.30pm in the lounge of the Parish
Centre. It’s a musical afternoon with Ann Baird on vocal and her
husband on the piano. She will sing a medley of Scottish songs, songs
from the musicals, and some other favourites. It promises to be a great
afternoon. Do come and join us.

Christmas Donations Thanks: Letter from Families First
Dear Rev Martin and Jean,
Please could you convey to all involved how grateful we are for the
many gifts that were donated this Christmas. To have this support for
such a small local charity makes all the difference to how we ensure we
are able to continue supporting some of the most vulnerable children,
young people and their families living throughout north east Fife.
We received a lot of encouraging feedback from the parents and carers
when they were delivered; many of them stating they were overwhelmed
by the generosity of the donations. Thanks to you, and others in the
community, the families we work with were able to provide gifts to their
children that may not otherwise have been possible.
We look forward to working with you again in the future.
Kind regards,
Sarah Martin
Families First St Andrews

Re ection from Peter Meager
Peter: meager52@btinternet.com
‘Life is about asking the right questions ….. thankfully, she said, “Yes!”’
This was how one of our grandsons brightened the start to our New Year
by announcing his engagement to his partner on social media.
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In our Gospel reading for this week,
we nd Jesus asking a question of
Mary. The setting is a wedding feast
that they have been invited to along
with some of the disciples. It was in
the village of Cana, about six and a
half miles north east of Nazareth in
the Galilean hills. A pretty little church
now marks the spot. In the picture
you can see that the pedestal for the
communion table takes the form of a
cluster of vines, hanging with
bunches of grapes. In the painting
behind, Mary and Jesus are seated
under a canopy set up for the
wedding.

But back to the question Jesus asks his mother. He says, ‘Woman, why
do you involve me?’ On a cursory reading, this seem to be rather
brusque, even rude. It comes in response to a potentially embarrassing
situation for a bride and groom at their wedding banquet. The wine is
running out. There is so much that’s unsaid here. Hadn’t Jesus noticed
what was happening? Was it that Mary was more approachable and the
servants had come to her to see if she could make any suggestions as
to what they should do? Was it that she was involved in the catering
arrangements? The fact that she is able to instruct the servants,
suggests this possibility. An early Egyptian gospel, which didn’t make it
into our Bible, says that Mary was the bridegroom’s aunt.
Professor William Barclay suggests that the question is not as abrupt as
it might at rst appear to us. He suggests that the meaning is more like,
‘Lady, don’t worry; leave things to me and I’ll deal with them in my own
way.’ Mary’s response suggests that she didn’t see any reason for taking
offence for, her next statement is to order the servants to do what Jesus
tells them. When they follow his instructions, there is more wine than the
party could possibly consume; around 120 gallons; and the Head
Waiter’s response indicates that the wine was also of excellent quality.
This incident gives us some insights into Jesus’ character. Some folk
have questioned why Jesus would do this. No one had died. No one
was suffering from a debilitating illness. This was not a situation of
abject poverty or hardship. By one standard it’s quite a frivolous miracle.
But, what it shows us is that Jesus was perfectly at home in the joyful
occasions of life and entered fully into a young couple’s wedding
celebrations. Charles Spurgeon advises Christians who wish to share
their faith that, if they are never light-hearted, they would be better to
become undertakers and bury the dead for they will never in uence the
living. ‘More ies are caught with honey than with vinegar,’ he said.
Jesus never frowned on happiness and nor should we.
In the Middle East, hospitality is a sacred duty. The wedding festivities
would take place over several days and would be a highlight in a
village’s life. For the wine to fail half way through would have been a
humiliating disgrace for this family. Jesus acts to save this Palestinian
couple from such shame. This story also tells us something more about
Mary. Even when she didn’t understand what was going on, she trusted
that Jesus would know what was best in the situation. As Barclay puts
it, ‘Mary had the faith which could trust even when it could not
understand.’
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Jesus said to Mary that his ‘time had not come.’ Even here, at the outset
of his ministry, Jesus knows that he must follow the road his Father has

called him to walk that will end in the cross. Despite that, he bows to his
mother’s desire to reveal his divine power at this time, in this private,
homely setting and so he performs this rst public ‘sign,’ (as John calls
it) indicating who he is. ‘It is the rst of seven such signs in John’s
Gospel. Signs point us to something beyond themselves, as road signs
alert us to something that lies ahead of us or before us. The sign of
Jesus changing the water into wine at the Cana wedding points us to
something far more valuable than the wine itself, as ne as the wine
may be. It points us to the source of all life and joy.’ (Elisabeth Johnson,
Professor at the Lutheran Institute of Theology, Meiganga, Cameroon)
A last fact we should bear in mind is that when the Apostle John tells us
anything about Jesus, he is sharing something that Jesus can do, here
and now in our world and not just in the pages of the Bible. Without
Jesus, life is dull, drab, dreary and incomplete. With him, it’s like water
turning into wine.
Before we heard our grandson’s news, we had committed to undoing
some of the harm of over-indulgence at Christmas and New Year. On
hearing it, we opened a bottle of bubbly and toasted the newly engaged
couple. So, for now, it’s back to our First ADE regime (That’s Abstinence,
Dieting and Exercise!)
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Prayer: (based on one in All Together for Worship by Peter Sheasby –
Epworth Press)
Wine in abundance; jugs and jugs of it.
Love in abundance; hugs and hugs of it.Lord, we thank you for your
over owing love that lets us know we are not alone; which comforts our
pain and suffering; which embraces our joy and blesses us with eternal
life.
Lord, may your love so ll us that it naturally over ows to soak our
families; our friends; the strangers we meet and even our enemies.
Lord, you answered a bridal couple’s need and did what was necessary
for them to save face. Lord, answer we pray, the needs of the world,
doing what is necessary to bring peace, justice and eternal life to all.
Help us to bring about change in the world:
Where there is hatred: Strengthen us to pour in your love.
Where there is hunger: guide us to ll the food-stores.
Where there is illness: Inspire us to bring health.
Where there is loneliness: Challenge us to spread fellowship.
Where there is war. Challenge us to show your peace.
Change attitudes, change lives, change us. May your concerns become
our concerns, may your ways become our ways and may our love
signpost others to you. Amen.

A Blessing for the season of Epiphany
from St Augustine (354 – 430 AD)
‘Look upon us, Oh Lord, and let all the darkness of our souls vanish
before the beams of your brightness. Fill us with holy love, and open to
us the treasures of your wisdom. All our desire is known to you,
so perfect what you have begun, and what your Spirit has awakened us
to ask. We seek your face, turn your face unto us and show us your
glory. Only then our will longing be satis ed, and our peace shall be
perfect.’
Bible Reading John 2:1-11
On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus’ mother
was there, and Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the
wedding. When the wine was gone, Jesus’ mother said to him, ‘They
have no more wine.’ ‘Woman, why do you involve me?’ Jesus
replied. ‘My hour has not yet come.’ His mother said to the servants, ‘Do
whatever he tells you.’ Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used
by the Jews for ceremonial washing, each holding from eighty to a
hundred and twenty litres. Jesus said to the servants, ‘Fill the jars with
water’; so they lled them to the brim. Then he told them, ‘Now draw
some out and take it to the master of the banquet.’ They did so, and the
master of the banquet tasted the water that had been turned into wine.
He did not realise where it had come from, though the servants who had
drawn the water knew. Then he called the bridegroom aside and said,
‘Everyone brings out the choice wine rst and then the cheaper wine
after the guests have had too much to drink; but you have saved the
best till now.’ What Jesus did here in Cana of Galilee was the rst of the
signs through which he revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in
him.
Song ‘Bind us together’ which, in the last line, picks up on the idea that
we are Jesus’ New Wine: https://youtu.be/muXncRB3Ebg
Refrain
Bind us together, Lord, Bind us together
With cords that cannot be broken.
Bind us together, Lord,
Bind us together,
Bind us together with love.
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There is only one God,
There is only one King;
There is only one Body,
That is why we sing:
Refrain

Made for the glory of God,
Purchased by His precious Son;
Born with the right to be clean,
For Jesus the victory has won.
Refrain
You are the family of God,
You are the promise divine;
You are God's chosen desire,
You are the glorious new wine.
Refrain
Another song which came to mind was the ‘The Wind in the Willows,’
which, I think, is based on the legend of Jesus visiting Glastonbury in
the company of his mother and uncle – let me know if I’ve got that
wrong! https://youtu.be/1ZSswWiWirY

Re ection from Angus Allan - The Blind Preacher.
Some years ago we had a holiday at Dunoon where I had spent the last
three years of secondary school. At that time “doon the waater” was a
popular holiday destination with Clyde Steamers coming and going
continuously. Now it is fairly quiet.
One day we decided to take the short car journey south to Innellan to
see “George Matheson’s Church” a small Church of Scotland at
the back of the village. He was known as the “Blind Preacher” who
was born in Glasgow in 1842 and from an early age suffered from
poor eyesight. However that did not deter him from his vision
to become a minister of the gospel. He graduated B.A., M.Phil. at
Glasgow University in 1862 and after some time at a church in
Glasgow he was called to Innellan in 1868. His eldest sister stood by
him and helped with sermons as he committed them fully to memory. In
1885 he was invited to preach at Balmoral to Queen Victoria. He spoke
on “The patience of Job” and the Queen was so impressed that she had
the sermon published and distributed.
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He wrote various articles but possibly one of his greatest pieces was
the Hymn “O love that wilt not let me go”. It was composed in the
manse at Innellan, he reckoned, in about ve minutes on the evening of
his sister’s wedding when he was going through great mental anguish.

This may have been due to the loss of his sister to marriage or his
own romantic disaster when his girlfriend refused to go on with their
relationship due to his blindness.
The hymn speaks to us over the years of:
The love of God that holds us fast. (v1)
The light along life’s way. (v2).
The joy that seeks us out through pain (v3)
The cross that lifts us from death to life eternal. (v4).
Hymn 557: Ch4: Tune St Margaret.

