Newsletter 6 May 2022
Dear Friends:
As the parent of an S5, I've found the last ve months of practice exams
exhausting--and I'm not even the one taking the tests! I still don't really
understand the Scottish exam system, but we're better prepared than when
we had just arrived in Britain seven years ago, and my older son was thrust
into the process. None of us took it as seriously as we should.
There are all kinds of tests that we encounter in our lives, and most of them
are messier and more complicated than sitting a prescribed test in a hall on a
given day in May. But we can still prepare for the 'life exams' that come our
way by caring for our spiritual and biological selves, nurturing relationships
with people who encourage the best of us, and practicing our virtues in small
matters, so they come naturally to us in more challenging decisions.
During this season of Easter, we give thanks that Jesus met every test of his
life and ministry fully grounded in God's presence, and ready to respond to
each challenge with wisdom and compassion. As Jesus' disciples, we are
always learning from our Saviour and tutor, who equips us to face life's
exams; who inspires us to rise again when we struggle or fail; and who is
ready to embrace us in love when this life and its exams have come to an
end.
Warm regards,
Jeff
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From Our Prayer Team
Janice: janice.geddes2@btinternet.com
~ Communities across the Horn of Africa – a region that includes Ethiopia,
Uganda and Kenya – are facing severe hunger. Three years of failed harvests
have had devastating consequences. Please pray for urgent food provision
for those in need. Ask God to bring rain where there is drought.

~ Please continue to pray for all the young people who are sitting exams at
this time and also for their families. Please pray also for those who will be
leaving school and universities that they will make wise choices for their
future.

8 May: Worship
Please join us for gathered worship at 11:00am in the sanctuary or at 4:00pm
in the Old Parish Centre. Sunday Club meets during the afternoon service.
This week in worship, we continue our focus on the early Church, with a
reading from Acts 9: 32-43. In Sunday Club, the children are focusing this
month on Jesus' trio of 'lost' parables in Luke 15: Lost Sheep, Lost Coin, and
Lost Son. God never stops searching for us.
The morning service is recorded and will be uploaded to our YouTube
channel by mid-afternoon on Sunday:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdOxFrZ_kg94DYogylFAVEQ

11 May: Coffee and Chat Outing
Jill: 07929 444 246
The Coffee and Chat fellowship group will have an outing next week to
Muddy Boots. Please call Jill to con rm your attendance so the restaurant is
prepared, and to request transportation if needed.
Coffee and Chat is always a great opportunity to catch up with old friends and
to get to know others better. Normally the group meets in the Old Parish
Centre, but they enjoy monthly outings to have an adventure and support the
community.
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28 May: Save the Date for a Guild and Sunday Club Tea Party
Eileen: eileenjspurr@icloud.com
The Cupar Old Parish Church Guild and Sunday Club will cohost a Platinum
Jubilee Afternoon Tea Party on Saturday 28 May, from 2:00 to 4:00pm, in the
Old Parish Centre. Tickets are £5 each, available from Guild members and
Sunday Club team members; children are free. Proceeds will go to the Guild
projects.

Re ection from Peter Meager
Peter: meager52@btinternet.com
On Sunday Christine and I visited a convent. It stands on an imposing site on
the River Douro, not in Portugal but in western Spain, in the town of
Tordesillas. It is a community of Poor Clares, founded in the royal palace
there in 1363 by the Infanta Doña Beatriz, daughter of King Peter I of Castile.
In 1494, when they had been praying there for the needs of the world for over
a hundred years, representatives from Spain and Portugal met at the
Tordesillas palace to start the process of sharing out the countries they had
conquered in the Americas. What other events has this praying community
witnessed during its long history?
Royal Convent of Saint Clare, Tordesillas, Western Spain
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Walking round helped me to understand another new word I had come across
while planning this trip, ‘Mudéjar.’ It is normally used to describe a style of art
which was much in uenced by Islamic art, but produced typically by Muslim
craftsmen for Christian patrons. Originally it referred to the group of Muslims
who remained in Iberia in the late medieval period despite the Christian
reconquest of Spain. There are several examples of it in the convent
including the ceiling of the chapel.

Chapel of Royal Convent of St Clare, Tordesillas

Our Bible passage this week features another group of Christian women. It is
part of Acts chapter 9. They are ‘widows’. They had been mentioned in Acts 6
when seven men were set aside as ‘deacons’ to ensure that they were
properly cared for. In verse 36 we are introduced to a lady called Dorcas,
who had devoted herself to caring for this group and all who were poor in the
town of Joppa, on the Mediterranean coast northwest of Jerusalem. She was
carrying out this rôle, although not of cially recognised by the church, a
reminder to us that we don’t need to have an of cial job title to be getting on
with the work of caring for anyone who is in need.
Dorcas, or Tabitha as she was known in Hebrew, dies and the whole
community is distressed. They have heard that Peter is in the area and they
send for him. He has been about nine miles inland in the town of Lydda. Luke
tells us Peter has heard of a paralysed man called Aeneas who has been
bedridden for eight years. Peter seeks him out and says to him, “‘Aeneas,
Jesus Christ heals you. Get up and roll up your mat.’” (verse 34) The
outcome is that “immediately Aeneas got up, and all those who lived in Lydda
and Sharon saw him and turned to the Lord.” [verses 34-35]
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Peter immediately goes with those who have come from Joppa. When he
gets to the house where the deceased Dorcas has been laid out, he sends all
the grieving widows out of the room and brings her back to life. He then
presents her alive to the believers, especially to the widows. Again the impact
is that many people believe. (verse 42) The word that is translated here as
‘believers’ is actually also the word for ‘saints’. While this can mean ‘holy

Are these two stories ringing a bell with you? In Mark 2:1-12 Jesus heals a
paralytic man, telling him to roll up his bed mat and go. In Mark 5:35-43,
Jesus restores a little girl to life having rst removed all the mourners from the
room except Peter. It looks as if Luke is laying out Peter’s credentials here as
one of the leaders of the church – Peter is able to do the same things Jesus
did, but not by his own authority or power. Peter heals in Jesus' name and by
the power of the Holy Spirit. All we do in love to help and to heal is done as a
nger post. ‘Don’t look at me. Look at him!’
In the nal verse of this passage, Luke slips something in quite unobtrusively.
He mentions, almost in passing, that Peter stays with Simon, a tanner. (verse
43) The day we visited the house that is believed to be where Peter lodged,
and climbed up onto the at roof, there was a warm, fresh, salty breeze
blowing in off the sea. Imagine the pong from animals being skinned and
hides being tanned. This was the ideal spot to disperse some of the
maliferous odours. But, there’s something more important: A person who was
handling dead animals was ritually unclean under Jewish law. Peter should
have had nothing to do with him never mind stay in his house for a period of
time. Here we see the Gospel beginning to break down barriers and reach out
to those the world looks down on. Soon Peter will be challenged on how far
he still has to go in this regard.
Earlier I mentioned the ‘Mudéjar,’ people who had either been left behind or
who had stayed behind when their kin were ousted from the land. There are
many in our society who feel like that – who have opted out or who have just
been cast adrift through no fault of their own and are now really struggling.
How do we let them know that they matter and will be welcome in our
community of faith?

Song: Will You Come and Follow Me?
By John L Bell and Graham Maule
https://youtu.be/zk6IUalJ3sk
Will you come and follow me if I but call your name?
Will you go where you don't know and never be the same?
Will you let my love be shown? Will you let my name be known,
will you let my life be grown in you and you in me?
Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name?
Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same?
Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare?
Will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me?
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Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name?
Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same?
Will you kiss the leper clean and do such as this unseen,
fi
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ones.’ it can also mean ‘different ones.’ Do others see us as ‘different’ in a
positive way? As people who ‘make a difference’?

and admit to what I mean in you and you in me?
Will you love the 'you' you hide if I but call your name?
Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same?
Will you use the faith you've found to reshape the world around,
through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me?
Lord your summons echoes true when you but call my name.
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same.
In your company I'll go where your love and footsteps show.
Thus I'll move and live and grow in you and you in me.

Reading: Acts 9:32-43
As Peter travelled about the country, he went to visit the Lord’s people who
lived in Lydda. There he found a man named Aeneas, who was paralysed and
had been bedridden for eight years.
‘Aeneas,’ Peter said to him, ‘Jesus Christ heals you. Get up and roll up your
mat.’ Immediately Aeneas got up. All those who lived in Lydda and Sharon
saw him and turned to the Lord.
In Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha (in Greek her name is Dorcas);
she was always doing good and helping the poor. About that time she
became ill and died, and her body was washed and placed in an upstairs
room. Lydda was near Joppa; so when the disciples heard that Peter was in
Lydda, they sent two men to him and urged him, ‘Please come at once!’
Peter went with them, and when he arrived he was taken upstairs to the
room. All the widows stood round him, crying and showing him the robes and
other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was still with them.
Peter sent them all out of the room; then he got down on his knees and
prayed. Turning towards the dead woman, he said, ‘Tabitha, get up.’ She
opened her eyes, and seeing Peter she sat up. He took her by the hand and
helped her to her feet. Then he called for the believers, especially the
widows, and presented her to them alive. This became known all over Joppa,
and many people believed in the Lord. Peter stayed in Joppa for some time
with a tanner named Simon.
Prayer
Lord Jesus, we want to be different. Not in a superior, uppity way, but in a
gentle, gracious, caring way that marks us out as folk who have been infected
by your love, peace and kindness. Let us bring folk close to you so that you
can make any changes in their lives that you think necessary, without our
dictating what those changes might be. As they seek for the meaning of life,
may they receive from you life with meaning.

Lord, we thank you for all who work tirelessly to improve the lot of others with
no thought of receiving praise or recognition. Lord, we pray for all who grieve
the loss of husband, wife, parent, child, friend or stranger. Give comfort,
consolation, peace and hope, for Jesus' sake. Amen.

